harmed by treatment" by Professor Vincent could be part of the medical curriculum! The American authors' overview chapter on "Errors and adverse events in medicine" is also recommended. The chapter dealing with "Risk management in anaesthesia" is thorough and relevant. Few chapters were less educational and a notable strength throughout is the obvious "hands-on" experience of the author/contributors.
The book largely addresses the National Health System in the U.K. (perhaps somewhat gloomily in retrospect but currently more optimistically) and also some private medical practice considerations. However most of the contents (including the U.S.A. contributions) are generic in context and applicable to all medical practitioners. It is of note that reference in the text to Australian and New Zealand Anaesthesia and Intensive Care contributions to patient safety improvements is frequent. It is possible for readers of this valuable text, focussing as it does on all that goes wrong in medicine, to be left wondering if there are any of our patients who do not suffer harm! (Few experienced anaesthetists will fail to recognise some clinical error situations which are personally familiar!) However solutions for prevention and management are offered -some albeit well-known-that most clinicians will recognise as practical and currently imperative. The book is a contribution to patient safety and hopefully to the beginnings of a long-overdue culture change in the complex, hazard-ridden healthcare and adversarial medicolegal climate of modern medicine. This book should be available in every anaesthesia departmental library while the third edition is awaited.
J This book deals comprehensively with many of the ethical issues for those working in anaesthesia and intensive care. It covers areas that we do not share with other medical practitioners and emphasizes our roles as team players and negotiators. These are skills that not all other practitioners require. Ethics is an ever-changing moral debate. The foreword acknowledges that there is no definitive right or wrong and that the debate must allow for differing opinions. There is quite a large section on ethical theory which would be heavy reading for those without a specific interest in the topic.
The authors, with one exception, are U.K. based and vary from clinical anaesthetists and intensivists to lawyers, philosophers and ethicists. This diverse background is apparent as one reads the book. Chapters such as "Consent and Adult Patients in Anaesthesia and Intensive Care" by Alan Aitkenhead, "Clinical Research" by Michael Harmer, and "Ethical and Legal Issues Affecting the Treatment of Children" by Nicholas Pace give good practical information that most clinicians need. Other chapters written by nonmedical practitioners were more difficult to read and may be perhaps more suited to students of ethics and philosophy.
Ethics is a dynamic subject and views, stances and legal opinions vary with time and country. This book, as one would expect, uses U.K. examples and examines U.K. systems, which whilst reasonable, do not always reflect current Australian standards or practice and so diminish its value for Australian practitioners.
In summary this book is a useful reference for departmental libraries but is unlikely to find a place in anaesthetists' personal collections outside of the U.K. D. TOMKINS Women's and Children's Hospital, Adelaide, S.A.
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